Blues banished with Sparkling run

SPARKLING BLUES
got the expected win
in the first of the
Spring 600 semi-finals,
and it will be a sur-
prise if she doesn't fol-
low up with another in
this weekend's
decider.

Rita Downey's former
Thurles tracker, bred on
staying lines being by
Pacific Mile and Minnies
Sparkler, was an odds-on
shot, with Kewall Biue the
only other runnerto come
In for considaration in the
batting market,

Tha pair of them were
the only ones 10 show
with a chanca in the raca,
which was one of the fea-
fures on-an 8-race card.

Owned by John
Ferncombe, Kewsll Blus
was first to show, but
Sparkling Blues, display-
ing more early zip than on
her track debut the previ-
ous waelk, was qulckly on
the Thurles bilch's case,
taking owver in the back
straight.

Kewall Blue stayed on
wall, butl was no match for
the favourite, whose
33.12 was a big Improve-
ment on- her first round
33.83, on a track ratad
30 slow.

Thrae  |lengths  divided
them, with Laoises Pal
taking third, five lengths
back

Kielduff Millie came in as
a replacement for Quivers
Flame in the second qual-
iflar and caused a blg sur-
prise.

Darek Murtagh's
Drogheda racer had fin-
ished a poor fifth in the
opening round, failing to
gat in-a blow after taking a
knock at the opening
round.

This time the /2 chance
negotiated tha opening
bends In style, but was
still well back as Zafrons
Alica and Jaxxy Fantasy
cut out the running going
down the back.

But the Toms The Bast

M

hitch began to pick off the
leaders, and tumning for
home was right in the
hunt.

She went on from thera
to score by almost three
lengths from the well-fan-
cied Crory Rumble in
33.71, with Morell Lass
doing enough late on to
taka tha third spot.

Highlight of the cards
graded section was King
Astro's win over the 525,

There are few more con-
sistent runners on the eir-
cuit right now than this
syndicate-ownead, Martin
Lanney-trained Brett Lee
dog. He's been a regular
in the Dowdallshili and
Harold's Cross winners’
enclosures, and while it
gaemed ha was going off
the boil in his most recent
auting on the Dublin track,
this 525 showed him to ba
in good heart.

King Astro’s main market
rival, ftrack newcomar
Mighthawk Boy, didn't
have the best of luck, but
nothing should take from
the winner's performance.

He was fast Into his
strige fram the inside, and
while he had a trouble-
free round the opening
bend, Nighthawk Boy was
involved in crowding,

King Astro was coming
back to Nighthawk Boy in
tha home straight, but the
lineg came In time, a half-
lengih being the winning
miargin.

Race 1: First-timers and
non-winners were lined
up for this sprint, victory
going to one of the for-
mef,

Killaculla Boy iz owned
by Co Down's Gerard
Mclinarnay, and the
Westmead Hawk dog
wasn't in the picture going
o the opening bend,

But hie got a nice run on
the inside, and after that
had the pace to get up to
score by a length from
Mewells Tyrur in 22.29.

Races 2 and 3: Spring
600 semi-finals.

Race 4: In an open bet-
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ting race, Graces Sparkle
followed up her February
27 success with an aven
more imprassive win, run-
ning once again over the
525,

The Jimmy Slevin-
trained bitch was in one
and was up quick to take
over from Trapper Sally.

At just 50lbs, she was
glving weight away all
round, but had the speed
to keap ahead of the fiald.
She won by four-and-a-
half lengths from Picabilly
in 29.09.

Race 5: Tas made it
three from seven for
Meath-based ocwner Eva
Abedl, scoring over the
sprint distance.

A close-up second in
each of her two previous
races, the  Premiar
Fantasy bitch made this
race hars from the wvery
start, breaking fast and
quickly building a big
lead.

The issue was navar n
doubt after that, with the
/4 favourite coming in

just over four lengths
|‘ ahead of Lady Panacha in

|a carear-best 21.84,

Race 6: Seaview Lad
got back to winning ways,
running & blinder to score
aasily.

Running for  Anthony
Maughton and Christy
Mahaon, the Tyrur Ted dog
wag one of three 525 win-
ners to wear the red
shest,

He was lad sarly on by
Royal Frolic but, taking
the shorest course, got
up to score by three
lengths from another fast
finisher, Hard To Live, in &
night's fastast 28.91.

Race 7: Trainer Lanney
closed out the night with a
double, initiated by
Surpasing Beauty iIn this
525,

The:' syndicate-owned
biteh tracked Gibhstown
Turbo in the early stages,
but was in charge where it
matterad.

Sha took over al the sec-
ond-last bend, before
going on 1o win by a
length-and-a-half in
29.49,

Race 8: Won by King
Astro.

Thursday 2pm

RACEDAYS: MONDAY-FRI-SAT
PUBLIC TRIALS: Thurs morning, weigh-in 10-11am
UNRECORDED: Monday 10am-2pm.

-4pm, Saturday 10am -12.30pm
Trials MUST be booked with racing office
No booking, no trial. No excuses, no exceptions

—  DUNDALK

GRADING TIMES
350y - 20.10sec
400y - 22,70 s
525y - 30.70 sec

350 - 18.71 sac
400 - 20.95 sec
525 - 28.39 sac
550 - 20.47 sec
575 - 31.14 sec
800 - 32,50 sec
B20 - 33,51 sec
670 - 36.47 soc
900 - 49,99 sec

Racing Manager: Michagl Dempsey
Tal.: 042 - 8334537 : Fax:042 - 5332612
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